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• The start – 29.09.2021



National Alliance for CV Health

• Next steps – June 2022 
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• May 2023 
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• The Memorandum – December 2024 

61 stakeholders
• Medical societies
• Bulgarian Red Cross
• Patient organizations
• Industry
• Employer organizations
• Municipalities
• Media
• Universities
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• Further steps Cardiovascular Healthcare in Europe: Challenges and Perspectives

/28 March, 10:00am – 12.45pm EET, Representation of the EC in Sofia/

10:00 – 10:30  Opening 
- Mariya Gabriel, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria
- H.E. Frédéric Meurice, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Belgium
- Frank Vandenbroucke, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Health of Belgium 
- Stella Kyriakides, EU Commissioner for Health and Food Safety (video message)

10:30 – 11:10  Panel 1: Reinforcing the EU social and health agenda: developments in 
cardiovascular healthcare and prospects for the future
- Andrey Kovatchev, Bulgarian MEP 
- Stephan Achenbach, President of European Society of Cardiology 2020-2022
- Dr. Ernst Rietzschel – Head Clinic Biobanking & Cardiovascular Epidemiology, University 
of Ghent
- Eleonora Varntoumian – President of the European Health Parliament 
- Prof. Vassil Traykov, President of Bulgarian Society of Cardiology 2022-2024 (Moderator) 

11:20 – 12:00  Panel 2: Cardiovascular healthcare in Bulgaria: how to turn 
challenges into opportunities in the provision of better healthcare to Bulgarian 
citizens 
- Minister of Health (Bulgaria) 
- Prof. Vassil Traykov, President of Bulgarian Society of Cardiology 2022-2024
- Prof. Kostadin Angelov, Chairman of Committee on Health 
- Prof. Geert Vandenbroucke, Head of Anesthesiology & Intensive Care 
Department, OLV Hospital Aalst
- Prof. Ivan Madzharov, President of Bulgarian Medical Alliance (Moderator)

12:00 – 12:10  Closing remarks
- Mariya Gabriel, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Bulgaria
- H.E. Frédéric Meurice, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Belgium
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